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(This is another in a Daily 
Herald series about women 
both saints and sinners) who 
were part of the early devel- 
opment of the Far West) 
KATHRYN D. GROSBECK 
BRIGHAM YOUNG’s COM- 
MUNITY— Stalwart and cour- 
ageous were the many Mormon 
women who arrived in “the 
valley” as part of Brigham 
Young’s community, bringing 
with them as best they could 
the graces and amenities of a 
former life to give to the new 
land. They endured in covered 
wagons. Many walked across 
the plains, to be idealized in 
episodes of frontier life, pictured 
wearing sunbonnets, heads held 
high and eyes upon the horizon. 
There were many women in 
the Mormon community, the one 
place in the West where women 
outnumbered the men. In many 
towns, especially new mining 
towns, there were often no 
women at all until dance hall 
girls and prostitutes moved in 
with a thought for easy money. 
California in 1850 had 12 men 
to every woman. But Utah, the 
polygamous territory, had wom- 
en in good numbers, most of 
whom saw eye-to-eye as their 
leaders did. 
Brigham Young’s women were 
many. After his first wife died 
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POLYGAMIST WIVES—Among the many women who came to the West 
in the pioneering days were those who were motivated by religion, including 
these 21 of the 27 wives of Brigham Young, LDS Church leader and colonizer. 


